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LISTENING TO THE NEWS

LISTENING EXAM designed by Miguel (C1, 2014-15)
TRANSCRIPT

In August, the first European infected with the Ebola virus in Western Africa was repatriated to Spain, a missionary who had lived for many years in Liberia. It was a medical-military operation following high security protocols. He was 75. 

They took Miguel Pajares to Torrejón de Ardoz air force base near Madrid, and cleared the whole sixth floor of the Carlos III hospital to treat him and put him on the experimental drug ZMapp. But all those resources couldn’t save him. He died on the 12th of August.

Another missionary, Manuel Garcia Viejo, died on the 25th of September, at the same Madrid hospital, after the 69-year-old had been repatriated from Sierra Leone with Ebola. A team of 30 health professional volunteers worked to save the two patients. They took great precautions but not enough. Eleven days after Garcia Viejo’s death, Monday, the Spanish Health Minister Ana Mato called the media. Mato said: “This evening we identified a case of transmission of the Ebola virus from a patient in our country. We are coordinating our best efforts for the patient, and to guarantee the security of all our citizens.”

It was one of the volunteers, a 40-year-old nurse’s aide who helped clean the two missionaries. On the 30th of September she reported her temperature was at 38.6 degrees Celsius and she felt bad. But according to a Madrid regional health service official she was not sent to hospital because she lacked the clinical criteria. Then her fever got worse.

It was left for the public health chief to explain. Director General of Public Health Mercedes Vinuesa said: “We have to find how this professional was infected. We know she was in Manuel Garcia Viejo’s room twice, once before his death, to change a diaper, and once afterwards to clean up. According to our information, she went in with full protective equipment.”

Many Spaniards want to know why the missionaries were brought back. One woman interviewed outside the hospital said: “I think it was harmful to bring them to Spain. Spaniards or not, they had lived abroad for 20-30 years. I think it would have been best to leave them where they were.”

