Idioms with “cat” by Carmen R. (C1, 2015-16)
For an oral presentation on vocabulary and useful language – checked by teacher. Carmen uses the two resources we mentioned: looking up words in a dictionary and checking out websites devoted to the topic.
Sources: Easy Pace Learning at http://www.easypacelearning.com/english-books/animal-idioms-from-a-to-z/1000-animal-idioms-about-cats-and-their-meanings and Oxford Dictionaries, at http://blog.oxforddictionaries.com/2013/04/cat-idioms/ 
Alley cat - a stray cat

I began to feed the alley cat and now it comes to my house every day. 
As conceited as a barber's cat - very conceited, vain
My friend became as conceited as a barber's cat after she won the award at school. 

As weak as a kitten - weak, sickly

The girl is as weak as a kitten and cannot carry the books. 

Cat burglar - a burglar who enters a building by climbing a wall, etc.

A cat burglar entered our apartment and stole our television. 

Cat gets one’s tongue - one cannot speak because of shyness

The cat got the woman's tongue and she could not say anything at all. 

A cat has nine lives - cats can survive accidents that would kill most animals

The boy never becomes injured. He is like a cat with nine lives. 

A cat in gloves catches no mice - if you are too careful and polite you may not get what you want

A cat in gloves catches no mice and I advised my friend that he should be more aggressive at work.  (!)
A cat nap - a short sleep taken during the day

I had a cat nap during the afternoon so that I would feel refreshed in the evening. 

A cat on a hot tin roof - full of lively activity

The boy was jumping around like a cat on a hot tin roof and we could not make him be quiet. 

A copycat - someone who copies another person’s work, etc.

The boy is a copycat and copies the other students' work. 

Curiosity killed the cat - being too nosy or curious may get a person into trouble

"You should not worry about what your friend is doing. Remember, curiosity killed the cat." 

Fight like cats and dogs - to argue and fight with someone (usually used for people who know each other)

The two children were fighting like cats and dogs when we entered the room. 

A fraidy-cat - someone who is easily frightened (usually used by children)

The little boy called his friend a fraidy-cat because his friend would not climb the tree. 

Grin like a Cheshire cat - to grin or smile broadly (Alice in Wonderland)
The little boy was grinning like a Cheshire cat when he entered the room. 

Let the cat out of the bag - to tell something that is supposed to be a secret

The teacher let the cat out of the bag when she began talking about the plans to close the school. 

Look like something the cat dragged in - to look tired or worn out or dirty

I was very tired and I looked like something the cat dragged in. 

Look like the cat that swallowed/ate the canary - to look smug and self-satisfied, to look as if you have just had a great success

You look like the cat that swallowed the canary. What happened?

Not enough room to swing a cat - not very much space

There was not enough room to swing a cat in the small apartment. 

Play cat and mouse with (someone) - to tease or fool someone, to change between different types of behavior when dealing with someone

The man is playing cat and mouse with his company about his plans to quit or not. 

Put the cat among the pigeons - to cause trouble

Sending the unpopular supervisor to talk to the angry workers was like putting the cat among the pigeons. 

Rain cats and dogs - to rain very hard

It has been raining cats and dogs all day. 

Rub (someone) the wrong way - to irritate someone (just as you would irritate a dog or cat if you rub their fur the wrong way)

The woman who I work with rubs me the wrong way. 

A scaredy-cat - someone who is easily frightened (usually used by children)

The children called their friend a scaredy-cat because she would not enter the empty house. 

There is more than one way to skin a cat - there is more than one way to do something

I knew that there was more than one way to skin a cat so I did not worry about the rules and time limit of my project. 

When the cat's away, the mice (will) play - when you are not watching someone they may get into trouble, when a person with authority is absent then those below him or her can do whatever they want

When the cat's away, the mice will play [you say when the teacher leaves and students begin to misbehave]
Oxford Dictionaries. Cat idioms and expressions in English

· Curiosity killed the cat. As the conclusion on a coroner’s report, this might be less than convincing – curiosity would have had to wipe out all nine lives of a cat, for starters – but idiomatically, it is of more use. The expression is a warning that being too inquisitive is likely to get you into trouble. It should also be heeded by any cats wandering around Mars.
· No room to swing a cat. When I’m organizing my living arrangements, my primary concerns run along the lines of “Are there enough cupboards in the kitchen?” or “Is there room for fourteen bookcases?” Swinging cats seems to be me a singularly profitless use of time, but (it turns out) this expression – which simply denotes a confined space – refers to cat in the sense of cat-o’-nine-tails – that is, a whip once commonly used by sailors.
· Has the cat got your tongue? This idiomatic question – posed to someone remaining silent when they should be speaking – is one of those which, if you think about it, is rather more unpleasant than you might imagine. Also in this category: ‘touched a raw nerve’ and ‘keep your eyes peeled’. Sorry for making you wince.
· Like a cat on a hot tin roof. A wonderfully evocative image, this simile is used to express agitation or anxiety. In British-English, a variant is like a cat on hot bricks. It also, of course, gave rise to the Pulitzer-prizewinning Tennessee Williams play Cat on a Hot Tin Roof (1955).
· [Put the] cat among the pigeons. As well as being the title of an Agatha Christie novel, this British-English idiom is used to describe saying or doing something controversial – indeed, something (to continue the ornithological trope) that is likely to ruffle feathers. Having spent time in pigeon-filled parks, I don’t fancy the chances of the average moggy against a flock of pigeons. Most of the felines of my acquaintance would far rather have a gentle nap than rage against the flying of the birds.
· All cats are grey in the dark. Things are indistinguishable in the dark so appearances don't matter.('All cats are grey at night' is also used.)
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