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Some Useful Language for Interviews

Interviewer:

Good evening, it’s …, isn’t it?

Can I take your coat?

Do have a seat.

Did you have any problems getting here?

Why are you interested in this position? 

Applicant:

There are several reasons why I’m applying for this job / why I’d like the job.

There are several reasons why I’d be good at the job. First of all, I’ve had experience in dealing with the public. Secondly, I’m very patient. And another thing is that I’m very fond of travelling.

Interviewer:

What’s your experience (in this field)?

Have you got any special skills or abilities?

When would you be available?

Where can we reach you?

Thank you very much for coming. I’ll let you know as soon as possible.

It was nice meeting you. I’ll be in touch by the end of the week.

Right. Do you have any questions you would like to ask?

Applicant:

No, I don’t think so.

Would I have to travel? Cf. Will I have to travel? And Do I have to travel?

Would I have to work at the weekends?

Would I be expected to wear a uniform?

Would I be given any training?

Here is my C.V./resume, in case you wish to have a look.

Example of a lousy interview!!!

Interviewer: So, why do you want to be a computer programmer?
Jason: Well, I don't like working in a fast food restaurant, and I want to make more money.
Interviewer: I see. Do you have any experience?
Jason: No, but I'm a fast learner.
Interviewer: What kind of computer do you use?
Jason: Computer? Uhm, let me see. I can use a Mac. I also used Windows 95 once.
Interviewer: That's good.
Jason: May I ask a question?
Interviewer: Please, go ahead.
Jason: Will I be able to find a job as a computer programmer?
Interviewer: Umm, err, ahh....


