Speaking Activities by your teacher: english@mujerpalabra.net, http://www.mujerpalabra.net/clasesytalleres/english/english.htm

3 Task-based Speaking Activities

Sharing a flat/an apartment

You are living together and have decided on a number of things to get on and make things work. Just going with the flow rarely works. Work out answers to the following questions with your flatmates.
· Which part of the house or flat will be your part? Are there any rooms you're not allowed to go into without permission? 

· How will you divide up household bills (electricity, gas, water, phone)? Will there be a money box for the telephone? Remember, even if only one person's name is on the gas and/or electricity bills, you are all jointly and individually liable for paying them. Will you share all household/food expenses, or will each buy their own stuff and just have a kitty for communal food, such as salt and oil, or communal items such as toilet roll and washing up liquid?

· Is there a cleaning/cooking/shopping rota, to save arguments over all kinds of things? Is it weekly or monthly? (Shopping, dusting & vacuuming, cleaning the bathroom and toilet, putting the rubbish out for collection, cooking/dishwashing duties, and periodic jobs such as cleaning the fridge, stove, windows and maintaining the garden...)

· Is there a no smoking rule? 

· Friends/Lovers visiting or staying over. Do other housemates' relationships stay over regularly? 

· What's the policy on parties? 

· What do the other people in the flat do? If they work, what are their hours? Will you be queuing for the bathroom in the morning? Or will you have to keep quiet during the day so flatmates working nightshifts can sleep? 

· Are you allowed pets? Does anyone else in the flat own pets? 

Useful language: (Agreed stuff) Who’s doing this/that? Who’s getting that? (Spontaneous offering) I’ll be in charge of… I’ll do that.(Plan/Intentions) So I’m going to … and you’re going to… Is that right? 

We could have a rota for this, which moves everyone around each week… I would start, on … Then…

We have a rota to ensure that everyone has access to the computer. Let’s draw up a weekly rota for people to take a turn at cooking. How much are we going to put in the kitty, then? How much have we got in the food kitty? Is there any money left in the phone money box?
Organizing a New Flat/Apartment party

You’ve just tidied your place after moving in. You want to organize a great party. Discuss the following issues: Budget. Invitations: info (how to get there, time, address…) Guests: who to invite. Food and drinks: shopping and splitting expenses. Music. Other entertainment? People staying over the night (need sleeping bags or extra beds?) Cleaning up the mess.

Useful language: (Agreed stuff) Who’s doing this/that? Who’s getting that? (Spontaneous offering) I’ll be in charge of… I’ll do that.(Plan/Intentions) So I’m going to … and you’re going to… Is that right? 

Oh no! We can’t invite … Oh great! That’s a good idea! 

(Proposals, suggestions) How about (doing this or that)? Why don’t we (do this)? We could… 

Are there any people staying over the night? Do you think there’ll be anyone staying overnight?

On-line Invitation: Chris and I would like to invite everyone to a "New Apartment Party." I'll make dinner and there will be some sort of entertainment. So, start looking at your August schedules! The specifics are yet to come, but I'd rather plan ahead so that everyone can make it. :)

New Flat/Apartment: Work out your first day there

Describe your new place (house plan, furniture, your favorite room(s)…), which is full of boxes and packed stuff because you have just moved in! 

Work out who’s in charge of what: you need to…

· get some food and organize the meals for the day, 

· fix the intercom, 

· get light bulbs, 

· buy cleaning products, 

· organize your own stuff,

· clean the place together.

Useful language: (Agreed stuff) Who’s doing this/that? Who’s getting that? (Spontaneous offering) I’ll be in charge of… I’ll do that.(Plan/Intentions) So I’m going to … and you’re going to… Is that right? 

Who knows how to fix things? Are you a handy person? What do we need to get/buy to clean this place? Could you help me move this box? Can you give me a hand in taking this box to my room? We should call the landperson for that. What do you feel like having for lunch? What’s our budget?
