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The Robin Hood Project

By YT, 2008 (Resources and Tasks, 2 pages)

Resources:

Website: http://talkingpeople.net/, for a copy of Chapter 12, notes on learning techniques & links to audios.

Movie: Robin Hood, Prince of Thieves, starring Kevin Costner. Warner, 1991. 137 min. 

Book: The Adventures of Robin Hood, legend as retold by Roger Lancelyn Green (1918-87). Publishing House: Puffin Classics (Penguin). 294 pages.

Talking about Robin Hood

( Warm-up Activity: What do you know about Robin Hood? (Classroom conversation). 

Prepare a comment in English for our conversation in class. You can use resources (only) in English to get some inspiration and correct language.

Watching the movie “Robin Hood. Prince of Thieves”

( Classroom Activity: Pick some sentences from the movie & learn them by heart to tell us in class. You can also tell us about the movie or even adapt and act out a scene!

All-year-round activity at home. Get the latest movie version of Robin Hood. The aim is that you learn to understand spoken English. Therefore, you cannot read subtitles. You need to strengthen your listening comprehension, not your reading/translating skills! You’ll probably need to watch the movie in English several times before you feel you’re beginning to understand what they say! So work happily in your English and don’t be a cry baby! Developing an independent ear will help you lots in real life! You can work on the movie in groups. Remember that the more times you listen to the movie throughout this course, the more likely you are to learn sentences from it! (like with songs, right?) Do that. For further info, ask in class or print your teacher’s notes Using Audiovisuals at the TP “How to Learn” section.

Reading the book: Reading aloud*
( Classroom Activity: Reading aloud sessions: Chapter 12 (then we could organize other sessions or not, depending on what we agree on).

Before you start doing the tasks below, you should read the complete chapter aloud at home. (You could underline words you need for the tasks below, as you read.) If you feel insecure with your pronunciation, use the audio materials we have access to on the Net, then practice reading the whole chapter in a few sessions, at home. 

Reading the book: Reading chapter 12, The Adventure of the Beggars*
( Activity 1: Learning to use literature to learn English! (Language Awareness)

Tasks: We’ll use the chapter to work on our vocabulary, grammar & knowledge of Medieval times and then practice doing an oral and a written summary of the chapter. 

· Task 1. Occupations and social status. As you read, underline the words and phrases you need to record later on in your notebook. Try to guess the meaning of some! (don’t look them up, you’ll have the chance to work in small groups to check if the guessing was right!)

A) List the words naming occupation or status within Medieval society. For example:

Beggar

King

B) Define three of those words practicing your language awareness, i.e. revising grammar and practicing how to explain grammar points. For example:

*These tasks will be part of the information the teacher collects about your course work, so remember to let her know you did this work in due course (a su debido tiempo).


Beggar. Somebody [that asks for money] because he or she is poor.

Language Comment: The relative clause is in square brackets. I underlined the relative pronoun and traced an arrow pointing at the antecedent. The relative pronoun is the subject in the relative clause. Therefore, we can’t omit it! If we did, we wouldn’t know who is the subject!!! I used the “that” form of the relative pronoun, which is more natural, or less formal.
Another way of putting it (of expressing it) is…


Beggar. In Medieval times, a person [who asked for money] because he or she was poor.

C) In two columns, list the words whose meaning you guessed and the words whose meaning you looked up in a dictionary. For example:

I guessed the meaning of…

I looked up…

(List of words)



(List of words)
· Task 2. Pick a word or phrase and explain it, so that we can learn about Medieval society. You can also compare that to modern times. For example: 

Public spectacle (p. 140): in Medieval times, when people were punished, they were sentenced to death or tortured in public. It seems people took it as a way of entertainment! Fortunately, society has changed a lot. Modern forms of punishment in “Western” societies exclude murder (except the USA, where they call it “death penalty”) and torture. Nowadays we punish by depriving criminals of their freedom (the prison system; jail /gaol†). Nowadays, in English, “spectacles” are a pair of glasses! People don’t use “public spectacle” anymore. They use, for instance, “show”. In any case, the word “public” is common, as in “public transport”, “public library”... We should be careful with “public school”, because in the UK it refers to a private school and in the USA it refers to a state-run school.

· Task 3. Practice doing an Oral Summary of this chapter. If you like, record it, so you can listen to yourself and see if whether it sounds OK or you can improve it!

· Task 4. Do a Written Summary of this chapter.

Reading the book: Reading chapter 12, The Adventure of the Beggars
( Activity 2. Writing a Book Review (only for people who read the book)

If you enjoyed reading chapter 12, or if it was useful for your English, go ahead and read the book! Hand in your book review after you proofread it carefully. (To learn about how to write book reviews, you can print your teacher’s notes from the TP “Writing” section).

Videos & Plays

· Prepare your audiovisual version of Robin Hood to upload on YouTube!

· Prepare a skit/sketch/one-act play on Robin Hood

· A “How to” video or play (How to be an outlaw, How to survive in the forest…)

· …

Oral Presentations – Teamwork

Some ideas about topics (you need to find good titles, anyway)… You could talk about…

· the movie(s), or the book  (its characters, its plot, its setting, your favorite/favourite scenes, Medieval times, 12th century Britain…)

· Archery at the Olympic Games…

· Practical Life. Survival Skills: How to build a tree house/ make a fire/ hunt and cook…

· Myths and Legends: Outlaw Heroes and Heroines, Arthur and Robin…

· RH is very funny, talk about humor/humour!

· Language we learned while reading RH

· …

You are welcome to publish all your work on Talking People. Check out its “Thanks” section!

The Robin Hood Project (2008-09)
Assessment Work
Name: ………………………………………………………………………………………

NB: To be valid in assessment activities, this sheet should be handed in to the teacher when she asks for it or at the end of the project. Attach your own tables (see below for examples) and your Lists of Mistakes. 

( Overview of My Activities

· Classroom Discussion 

· Watching the Movie

· Listening & Repeating

· Reading Aloud 

· Reading in Silence

· Letter-writing 

· Written Summary

· Written Book/Movie Review

· Oral Summary (monologue)

· Oral Book/Movie Review (monologue)

· Teamwork Oral Presentation 

· Audiovisual Work

· My Recordings

· Performance 

· Dramatized Reading

· ………….……………….

Learning Diary

You should have a learning diary around the activities you do in class and outside the classroom. Show it to your teacher, so you can get her feedback. 

The areas we will be working on are these:

· Oral Activities (listening & speaking)

· Writing Activities 

· + Communication Activities (interaction; oral and written)

· Reading Activities

· Communicative Strategies (interaction; oral and written)

· Learning Techniques (list the ones you learn/use), including List of Mistakes, LoM / Feedback

· Sociocultural Knowledge (what you learn about people and the world)

( Design similar tables to the ones below, adapting them to the activities you do. Include the info the teacher requires (first columns) and select and add any relevant info (in last column).

	Oral Activities
	When? 

xxxx-xx-xx
	How long for?

xx min.
	More info: 

Preparation time, topic, title, team members, chapter(s)., kind of activity, comments, Published?…

Attach feedback and LoM

	Classroom Discussions
	
	
	

	Watching Movie
	
	
	

	Listening & Repeating
	
	
	

	Reading Aloud in Class
	
	
	

	Reading Aloud – Home
	
	
	

	Oral Chapter Summary
	
	
	

	Oral Book/Movie Review
	
	
	

	Oral Presentation
	
	
	

	Audiovisual Work
	
	
	

	My Recordings
	
	
	

	Dramatized Reading
	
	
	


	Writing
	Handed in… (date)

xxxx-xx-xx
	How long for?

xx min.
	More info: 

Chapter(s), Topic, Team members, Published?

Attach Feedback & LoM…

	
	
	B
	D
	A
	

	Chapter Summary
	
	
	
	
	

	Book / Movie Review
	
	
	
	
	

	Letter-writing

(in paper or by email)
	
	
	
	
	


Feedback: your assessment/comments, peers’ & teacher’s assessment/comments

B/D/A: a writing technique we will use: Before -- Brainstorming for ideas, language; During – writing the piece (once); After – proofreading (twice). 

