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Resourcefulness As Life-Long Learners

by michelle

My main aim as an eclectic language teacher has been to encourage you to develop the habit of using English as a resource to enrich your life and deepen your knowledge of the world. This is a life-long learning process, and requires you are independent and resourceful in terms of what you can do as an individual and as a student to keep up your level and improve it.

The main resources I have used…

· The Communicative approach to focus on developing your communicative skills,

· Language awareness (grammar, phonetics, semantics) and Cultural awareness, to understand that languages reflect mentalities, human minds, and also social practices and structures.

· Collaborative learning to use teamwork skills, develop curiosity, communicative skills and thinking/discussion skills.

· Transformative learning, Creativity and Critical Thinking & Error Analysis, to foster opening our minds to the world and reconsidering our knowledge about it and our personal relation to knowledge.

· This implied the use of the basic resource of myself! 1. I communicate in English with you. 2. I am a model and/or inspiration for the use of everything that is presented in class, both as a life-long learner of English and as somebody who uses English in personal life experiences.

· Outside the classroom: ICTs. Considering an 80% of the Internet is in English, the fact that we have access to this resource offering all kinds of knowledge and information, and considering we need to learn to use the Information and Communication Technologies (e-mail, chat rooms, forums, websites, pods…), I tried to show ways we can use the ICTs to learn/practice English. 

In class, we have worked using…

· Phonetics: phonemic transcription, sound awareness.

· Functional Grammar: learning how to use our grammar knowledge; to understand the mentality underlying language use and language structure, with an emphasis in the use of modals.

· Functional Translation: avoiding literal translation and looking for natural ways in both languages to word the same or similar aims.

· Self-assessment and monitoring our learning: learning to assess constructively our production and performance, and learning to learn by noticing language as we listen or read (in connection to Functional grammar and translation).

· Textual Structure: learning to notice the structure of Oral and Written texts, and learning to use structure to decipher meaning. A special thanks to all the contributors who have shared their written texts on TP, sending in letters, compositions, mini-sagas, oral presentations… See the Thanks section on TP to see who they are! ( A special thanks to Nieves Y5C, for her pioneer work contributing!

· Communicative Strategies: in connection to textual structure, developing awareness on resources to overcome problems in communication.

· (Reading & Listening) Comprehension techniques: exercises which help us train in understanding written and oral texts and also which help us take comprehension exams under time pressure.

· Correction techniques: learning to use mistakes and errors for learning, and how to keep a record of all that. Learning to give and take feedback.

· Teamwork: practicing collaboration and sharing our skills and knowledge, reflecting upon the richness this entails, by working in Grammar Teams or Oral Presentation Teams, by holding classroom Discussions (in small teams and plenary meetings), by developing projects where individual input adds to individual input and offers a completely different product!

· Oral exercises: presentation/explanation of an array of different kinds of exercises to use your oral skills (Speaking and Listening) without depending on a teacher. In class, ongoing practice listening and repeating, in monologues, dialogues and discussions. A special thanks to the people who delighted us and increased our knowledge of the world with their individual or team oral presentations.

· Reading (Aloud) Literature & Compositions: poetry, short stories, novels from writers from different countries. Reading literature offers us great support to develop language awareness, learn to use the language and learn about people and the world. Reading compositions: also connected to learning to assess our work and other people’s work, learning from mistakes and learning about ourselves and other people, the richness involved in communication.

· Thinking skills. We have practiced the need to think before writing and speaking, and techniques to generate ideas, select and organize them (brainstorming, identifying the theme/our points, creating an outline). A special thanks to Rebeca Y5C, who helped me improve my understanding of brainstorming and shared her knowledge on the site.

· Learning about English-speaking societies and cultures: the UK, Britain, Ireland, the USA, India, South Africa… including different social groups within these cultures. Thanks to all our OP contributors!

Outside the classroom: support for your learning outside the classroom…

Website. Through Talking People, I’ve been offering support for your development of the habit of using, or to learning to use, the Internet to study and learn. Thanks so much for your feedback and contributions, especially to MariCarmen Y5C who helped me find out what’s not working on the site. Some highlights:

· Podcasts & YouTube videos. Thanks to Lydia Y5B & Miguel H Y5C we learned about audio/audiovisual pods, which is an amazingly rich (and free) resource to learn about all kinds of texts, topics and approaches. At our school we even used the Computer Room once to learn to subscribe to them. On the site, there is a list of podcasts. We have also started using YouTube videos to strengthen the connection between English and its uses in real life, to learn about people, ideas and cultures. 

· Lesson Plans and YT’s Notes. I published my lesson plans before the lessons, then adjusted them to what the resulting lesson was. I also published the notes I give in class. Both are useful to help you with your learning process, because they help you use the same language in various ways. 

· On-line Library. Links to oral and written texts of various kinds.

· Society & Culture. On TP you have been able to find oral and written texts highlighting the fact that English is giving you access to things you cannot find in Spanish and to things in their original version; also, that English is spoken by people from many different contexts. You can probably find space for all of your personal interests in the English-speaking world, so that your learning of this language will be meaningful personally speaking too.

Forum for you to practice reading and written-oral (!) communication. A special mention to the people who registered this year, especially to delcarbas, Nid and zyrta Y5B, who started threads with language questions, and also discussions.

E-mail to communicate in English with your teacher. You’ve also had the chance to register in the TP Mailing List to get updates on the site.

On-Line Campus (experimental, end of course). As a request by Encarna Y5C, I have set up an on-line campus (I don’t know how it works yet! but you can register), which can be used for further learning.

Outings in English: some students have encouraged outings in English. Nathalí coordinated an outing to the play The Vagina Monologues in Y5B (they’re on TP too) and the India OP Team Y5C encouraged people to practice English while having a drink together after class!

Approach to Taking the Certificate Exams

Passing an exam should be an outcome of a learning experience, not an aim in itself. A certificate is not what makes you speak a language. It’s the use of your intelligence what makes it possible. An exam may entail some pressure, but things should be placed in their appropriate place. We have been learning a language, which included preparing an exam, but which is MUCH MORE than preparing an exam. Suffering because of tension before and during an exam cannot be similar to the suffering life brings you in more vital areas of your life. Even if the certificate is connected to the chance of getting a job, it is not the key to getting it! (The reasons why there is unemployment do not include a lack of certificates!) We should repress our self-destructiveness and learn to value and respect what we do. We should develop the ability to understand that we are part of society, apart from being individuals –not for the sake of blamestorming but to understand we are part of more general processes. We should use our minds, our potential, constructively. Exam results don’t say much about what we have actually learned. The practical world they represent is just PART of our lives, not ALL THERE IS in our lives. So… In case it works for you, my approach to exams is, I get in the wave of Cheerful Survivor. I’m GRATEFUL and AWARE my mission is not a matter of life and death, but simply an X-hour exercise to get a certificate. The exam is just a chance (chances are privileges in our unfair world) to get something my society values, while personally I can test my survival skills by checking how much knowledge I can produce within a time limit (real life has not such visible limits)! So that’s what I focus on: regardless the (social) prize, I use the exam event as if it were a private EXERCISE. I focus on the different tasks, one after the other. Later I know, I’ll always find I could have done better. Big deal. If I find something to criticize myself for, great, because it gives me the CHANCE to improve. Obviously, it’s IMPOSSIBLE any exam performance GIVES ACCURATE MEASURE of what we know. So… Relax. Enjoy the process. Do your best. Don’t reduce all your years of study to an exam event. It’s not real or wise. Your relationship to English is much more rich and complex and it just contains good things. If you pass, celebrate, great! If you don’t, failing an exam is not condemnation. You can try again. Try to assess things without destroying your relationship to English or your self-esteem. If you did your best and failed (for just or unjust reasons), will you choose to be an Inquisitor and a Victim, or a Human Rights Activist and a User of Human Intelligence? We are not superheroes, just people doing our best (including the case when English is not a priority in sb’s life). All in place! Sweet order! Life is easier and more beautiful when we don’t go wild driving things out of their places! 

Congratulations for your learning, and thanks YOU ALL for coming to class even when it was hard! It’s been a most inspiring year! Finally, a special mention goes to Matilde Y5C and JoseManuel Y5B, who have shown us that learning can be a daily passion! (Sorry for not mentioning you all, no space!)

Enjoy your English! Use it as much as you can! The world is there for you… in two languages!

