In Class – Note-taking, at talkingpeople.net

Useful Abbreviations and Symbols

e.g. Latin exempli gratia, for example 

i.e. Latin id est, that is, that means 

etc. Latin et cetera, and the rest, and so on

NB Latin Nota Bene, important, notice this 

p. page

pp. pages

para. paragraph 

& and 

( number
+ plus, in addition 

- minus
x times (multiplication)
% percentage
> greater/better/more than; causes, leads to, results in (in place of a right-pointing arrow)

( causes, leads to, results in

< less than/smaller; results from, is caused by (in place of a left-pointing arrow)

( results from, is caused by

( decreases, decreasing

( rises, raises
= is the same as 

( is not the same as

( is more or less the same as

( is approximately the same as 

?? don’t understand this, what?, not true

!! what?!, attention, important point

@ at 

v. very
w/ with 

w/o without 

cd could 

wd would 

bc because 

bt between
b4 before
2U to you
gov’t Government 

dept Department
vs Latin versus, against 

vv vice versa
\ therefore 

Educ. Education 

IMP important 

devt development 

C19 nineteenth century 

c. or ca. circa, about c.1800 

cf. compare this with... 

ct. contrast

c/o care of (for letters)

viz namely
approx. approximately
poss. possible, possibly

prob. probably, probable

Q. Question

A. Answer

re. with reference to

thru’ through

sth something

sb somebody, someone

swh somewhere

Ch. Chapter 

edn edition 

info information 

intro introduction

rep repetition

max maximum

min minimum, minute

bkgd background

intern’l international
educat’l educational
diff(s) difficulty/-ies
cont’d continued
incl. including
lang. language
peeps people

