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Present perfect or past simple?, by michelle
One idea to know when to use the present perfect or the past simple – the chunk of time you’re in!

If within a period of time (which you have in mind and may or may not mention) you have done or not done something which you can do or not do before that period of time is over, or considering that period of time when you can do or not do something is not over, in English, you need to use a present perfect:

Today I have(n’t) done the housework (the day is not over yet) 

I have done or haven’t done that in this same chunk of time I’m in, so I cannot use the past simple because that would indicate I’m in a different chunk of time (after that time when I did or didn’t do something!), so I need to use the present perfect.
This morning I did (didn’t do) the housework 

The use of the past simple indicates now it’s not the morning, but later on, so I’m in a different chunk of time. 

Finished chunks of time:

Yesterday I did (didn’t do) the housework.

Last week I did (didn’t do) the housework.

Last month I did (didn’t do) the housework.

Last year I did (didn’t do) the housework.

Unfinished chunks of time:

Today I have(n’t) done the housework

This week I have(n’t) done the housework

This month I have(n’t) done the housework

This year I have(n’t) done the housework

Was this explanation helpful? Send your comments to the TP Forum.

Exercises: Present perfect, not past simple!

Try these exercises:

· Read these sentences aloud. 

· Then translate them into Spanish (not into “strange” Spanish!). 

· Use your translation to translate them back to English. Then, check your English translation using these original sentences.

· Then construct a story in the past simple using these sentences. What elements did you need to change?

Have they done it yet TODAY? 

(Imagine I’m looking at a picture)

They’ve already had a shower but they haven’t mopped the bathroom! They’ve dumped/left the wet towels on the floor.

They haven’t done the washing up. They haven’t picked the cups and dirty teaspoons on the floor and, wow!, there’s a piece of toast there too! And there is a mug on their PC desk and another on a pile of books on one of their night tables. They definitely haven’t done the washing up.

The woman hasn’t turned/switched off her computer! I can see there’s a TV program on, or something like that.

The man hasn’t tidied his wardrobe. He hasn’t done the laundry. I know because all his clothes are all over the place. The room is in a real mess! There’s a pyjamas on the bed, a sock and a sweater. There’s a cardigan on his chair, a sneaker on his desk! And towels on the floor! That looks like a scarf, that red thing under the ball on the desk.

They’ve just walked the dog, though. 

She hasn’t charged her mobile yet. Perhaps she hasn’t topped it up, either.

He’s already done something he jotted down, because there is a note taped by the window with the message crossed out.

They haven’t put their books back in their right place. And they haven’t sorted out their papers.

Apparently, he’s had breakfast, though he didn’t finish his toast.

Someone hasn’t closed their (his or her) desk drawer, so anyone could get hurt if they don’t notice in time!

