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Use of Linking Expressions (1)

by michelle (2008, rev. 2010) for Small Groups (Advanced)

In small groups, find examples in oral or written texts and expand these notes.



Contrast

In contrast (also, By contrast),

Conversely, / On the contrary,

Instead,

On the one hand … (but) on the other…

However, / But /      , though

More Useful Language

The advantages are… The disadvantages involve…

Some of the advantages are… Among the drawbacks we can find…

Let’s have a look at the pros & cons of this issue

In support of this we could say… To support this idea we can say…

Against this argument/idea we may say… To challenge this we have…

Concession

Although / Even though

Despite / In spite of

But … all the same/even so (informal)

If there is a Subject and a Verb:

Although I was [S + V] really tired, I managed to finish writing my paper.

More formal, less common:

Despite me/my being very tired…

In spite of me/my being very tired…

Other ways, if Subject is clear – previous text:

Despite being really tired, …

In spite of being really tired, …

Alternatives:

I was really tired. But I managed to …

I was really tired. I managed to…, though.

I was … but I managed…all the same/even so.

[With Nouns/prons.]…
Despite the weather conditions… 

In spite of the weather conditions…

While*/whereas/whilst

No matter how many/However many + n.

Whoever + v, …

My friends left early, whereas I stayed till the end.

She’s really quiet while* her brother is really nervous.
No matter how many times I listen to that music, it still moves me to tears.

However many times I listen to that music, it still moves me to tears.

Whoever comes, it will be a great opportunity to discuss the problem.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Adding information
Emphasizing (US) Emphasising (UK) a point
…also… / , too.

To begin with, / (First, /Firstly, (UK) / In the first place, / …]

What is more, / Apart from that, / Above all,

On top of that / As well as that / [To cap it all (informal)]

Morevover / Besides, / *Also, / Furthermore / In addition,

Not only … but … also …

In fact, / As a matter of fact, 

Actually, / Of course, / Indeed,

More Useful Language

The (important) point here is…

The crucial question is…

What we need to remember is…

What we need to take into account / consider is

Explaining, reformulating
Giving examples, paraphrasing, summarizing

This is, (i.e.) / That is to say,

What I mean to say is … (informal)

In other words, 

That is, / That is to say, / Namely,

Better still / rather,
To be exact / precise,

To sum up, / Briefly, / In a nutshell,

For example, / for instance / take the case of / let us consider …

More Useful Language

In order to speak about … I’ll start by posing the question of… and then address the issues of… (You’re giving an overview) 

So, we have looked at… and how … (You’re recapitulating)

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Expressing causes and results

Therefore, … / Thus (V. formal), Consequently, (is not Subsequently – time order)

So… (very common) / In this way, / For this reason, 

As a result (of this), / This resulted in… [e.g. + past part adj + N: increased coverage of news on Haiti]

All of this involves… [e.g. an increase in the budget / the budget… / increasing the budget…]

Changing subjects & Moving on…

Anyway, … / Anyhow [informal] / Changing subjects, … / By the way, [btw] / Incidentally, … / 

That reminds me, Wh…?/ That reminds me of something / That reminds me I should get going /

This/That brings us to… / This brings up the issue of… / And here we find the issue of…

As we are running out of time, I’d like to move on to + N / the issue of… // Moving on to… 

