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Some tips on Subjunctive vs Indicative, Suggest and Using suggest instead of propose
by michelle. Sources: http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/grammar_subjunctive.html Your Teacher’s Comments, ,
http://www.yourdictionary.com/examples/suggest
“Propose” is possible, especially in formal and semiformal language. But be careful if you mention “to you”, because “propose to somebody” means “ask somebody to marry you”! Consequently, instead of “propose” people often use “make a proposal”.

Proponer que nos marchemos pronto

I suggest we leave early (subj) (more common in US English)

I suggest we should leave early (more common in UK English)

I suggest we left* early

I suggested we leave early (subj)

I suggested we should leave early

I suggested we left* early

*The use of the indicative here results from the tendency in the use of English to “make language regular and avoid the irregular”. Decades ago, this was considered unacceptable, but nowadays it is standard.

Proponer que se marchara pronto + the poss adj / OP + -ing structure

I suggest our/his/her leaving early

I suggest us/him/her leaving early

I suggested our/his/her leaving early

I suggested us/him/her leaving early


The uses of language are subjective. This implies that at times use contradicts what grammar states -- this is called the “use vs usage” question. Use refers to what people actually do. Usage refers to prescriptivist ideas. The subjective as a mood was greatly developed before the 14th century, but nowadays, when we wish to indicate statements contrary to reality, we use the conditional, ie could and would.

The subjunctive, for instance, is meant to be used in clauses after phrases like I wish that, I hope that, I desire that, or I suggest that, if the speaker is meaning to emphasize the tentative, contingent, suppositional, or unreal nature of that wish, hope, or suggestion. 

Subjunctive: "I suggest that we leave early"
The day for the departure is a mere suggestion, a hypothetical idea that we might or might not follow. The statement does not necessarily mean we will do that. Thus is subjunctive, then.

Cf. Indicative: "I believe that we are going to leave early"
The indicative states a fact the speaker believes is true. There is an actual plan/intention of leaving early!

Subjunctive: "I wish that we leave early"
The subjunctive indicates that, in fact, I suspect we might not, and wish we did. In other words, the wish states a desire for an unreal state that does not reflect the current situation.

Cf. Indicative: "I think that we are going to leave  early"
The use of the indicative implies the statement reflects or indicates what reality is actually like.

The Subjunctive can be used after the following verbs:
to advise (that), to ask (that), to command (that), to demand (that), to desire (that), to insist (that), to propose (that), to recommend (that), to request (that), to suggest (that), to urge (that)

And after the following expressions:

It is best (that), It is crucial (that), It is desirable (that), It is essential (that), It is imperative (that), It is important (that), It is recommended (that), It is urgent (that), It is vital (that), It is a good idea (that), It is a bad idea (that)

The Committee recommends/suggests more people [should] be hired immediately – formal
Find more examples, for your formal Writing Assignments

“Suggest” examples (gathering useful language)

The Chairman said that draft B also contained amendments suggested by the Home Office's Freedom of Information Unit. 

Can you suggest any improvements to how we can support artists better? 

With this information in mind, our organization will be in a better position to suggest positive ways for future action 

The Working Group reported that Council would be reviewing the traffic problems in this area and suggesting solutions to them. 

Can you suggest a natural alternative to stripping varicose veins? 

This will include open discussions, moderated by editors, with topics suggested by users and virtual letter pages for the journals. 

He suggested trying [try=experiment] some injector cleaner and was able to offer no further advice. 

Mike suggests asking Brookfield to take some of their surplus milk for their calves. 

that: Chancellor Gordon Brown's April 2000 budget suggests that may be changing. 

which: The later section on Problems suggests which methods may be most appropriate in common situations. 

where: Send photos with the article or suggest where we could get some. 

what: Can anybody suggest what I might want to try next? 

strongly: Whilst each course is free-standing we strongly suggest you attend the Support course first. 

otherwise: Memory suggested we'd cracked the story, the archive suggests otherwise. 

majority: Reports suggest that the majority of new Dubai properties are being acquired for speculative purposes. 

approach: In short we suggest that a more holistic approach to the evaluation of these packages is needed. 

government: It has been suggested that the government would not expect attendance to exceed 5,000 people. 

notion: And I suggested that these notions may be less than clear and obvious, when we begin to examine them. 

combination: They suggested that the combination of FK 506 with cyclosporin may prove more useful. 

patient: This study suggests that few patients take medications as prescribed.
