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Inversion after negative adverbials

by michelle

Drill orally and then collect more examples by native speakers and add your own. Bring them to class! And remember you can send it all for publication, too.

Notice in what kind of contexts (legal documents, travel books, conversations…) you could use the sentences below and their adverbial phrases, and try to work out which tenses are more likely to occur with which phrases! 

On no account should cash be sent through the post.

In no circumstance should/will/is…-ed

In no circumstance should phones be on in lessons or examinations.

In no circumstance will this decision be reconsidered
[No inversion here because it’s not the case: The fee once paid will in no circumstance be refunded]

Not once have I been told which procedure was suitable for this task

Not once have I come across anything which would make me doubt the authenticity of your feelings

Not once did he suggest that government manipulation of markets could have any possible role in the present crisis.

[Not once, but twice/many times/an amazing amount of times]

Rarely/Seldom/Never (before) had I come across/encountered such an embarrassing situation

Rarely/Seldom/Never (before) had I been told what to do

Never (before) had the Chinese/US American government allowed that

Never before would I have given that a try!

Not only … but also + noun phrase / past participle / adjective

Not only had she finished up all the cake, but also the champagne!

If this new attempt fails, not only will it affect each individual but also the organization as a whole

Not only did he know the name of the restaurant, but also remembered where it was

Not only did we feel exhausted, but also hungry!

Cf.

We not only felt exhausted, but also hungry!

We felt not only exhausted, but also hungry!

Not only had I not seen them -- I had never heard of them before!

Not only had I finished the report on time, but I had also handed it in on time!

Only by chance did I find it!

Only by chance did we realize we could’ve lost it!

Nowhere will you find kinder people than here!

…a better place to enjoy solitude

No soonER had I put the phone down THAN it rang again! (“No sooner” is literary, so these examples are kind of crappy!!! Can you find better examples?)

No sooner had we got to the station than the train came in!

Hardly/Scarcely had I put the phone down WHEN it rang again!

