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Verbs for essays 02, by michelle for Av2 students
Sources: online dictionaries, the Collins COBUILD Advanced Learner's English Dictionary
This is not a comprehensive listing of all the uses/meanings of these verbs. 

Task: collect useful examples of correct language in use!

Result

One of the 700 most common words in English
If something results in a particular situation or event, it causes that situation or event to happen.

If something results from a particular event or action, it is caused by that event or action.

Involve

One of the 1500 most common words in English

If a situation/activity involves sth, that thing or activity is a necessary part or consequence of it. (=entail) 

If a situation/activity involves sb they’re taking part in it.

If you involve someone else in something, you get them to take part in it.

If you are involved in a situation or activity, you are taking part in it or have a strong connection with it.

The things involved in something such as a job or system are the necessary parts or consequences of it.

This proposal involves / will involve…

Entail 

To involve or cause something (FORMAL)

Imply - Suggest

One of the 3000 most common words in English

If a situation or an event implies sth, it means you suspect that sth is the case. 
If you imply sth, you say something in an indirect way.

Address

One of the 1500 most common words in English

You can address (your words/remarks to) a someone or a group of people and that means you speak to them.

You can address a problem or a task (or address yourself to it) and that means you try to deal with it.

I would like to address the issue of...

This project successfully addressed waste problems of...

Undergo - Experience, go through, endure, suffer
You undergo something which is necessary or unpleasant. That happens to you. Typically, you undergo hardship.

Go through - Undergo

You go through an experience or a period of time especially unpleasant or difficult.

Endure

To carry on through, despite hardship

To suffer patiently without yielding
Undertake - Take on, set about a task
To undertake a task – to start doing a task, and to accept the responsibility of doing it

Endeavour - Attempt to, make the effort to, strive

If you endeavour to do something, you try very hard to do it. (FORMAL)

This paper endeavors/will endeavor to analyze/ examine different arguments…
Meet - Satisfy, come across or encounter
One of the 700 most common words in English
If something meets a need, requirement, or condition, it is good enough to do what is required.

If you meet something such as a problem or challenge, you deal with it satisfactorily or do what is required – to meet a deadline
If you meet the cost of something, you provide the money that is needed for it.

If you meet a situation, attitude, or problem, you experience it or become aware of it.

Consist (of)

One of the 3000 most common words in English

Something that consists of particular things or people is formed from them.

Something that consists in something else has that thing as its main or only part.

Comprise – consist of, be composed of

If you say that something comprises or is comprised of a number of things or people, you mean it has them as its parts or members. (FORMAL) 

The traditional rule states the whole comprises the parts and the parts compose the whole. In strict usage: The Union comprises 50 states. Fifty states compose (constitute/make up) the Union. 

Encompass – embrace, include, comprehend, comprise, also deal with, address…

If something encompasses particular things, it constitutes or includes them.
A survey that encompassed a wide range of participants

Include – Contain, involve, encompass
One of the 700 most common words in English.

If one thing includes another thing, it has the other thing as one of its parts.

Some writers insist that include be used only when it is followed by a partial list of the contents of the referent of the subject and comprise or consist of to provide full enumeration. However, include does not rule out the possibility of a complete listing. Thus the sentence The bibliography should include all the journal articles you have used does not entail that the bibliography must contain something other than journal articles, though it does leave that possibility open. The use of comprise or consist of, however, will avoid ambiguity.

More Vocabulary work

Word Maps (word families) – online practice

http://www.angelfire.com/wi3/englishcorner/vocabulary/wrdfam1.html


Collocations with “problem”

To face the baffling problem – a difficult problem

To confront the complicated problem

To pinpoint  a problem (establish the causes of)

To tackle a perplexing problem (to engage in solving it, to deal with it in a specific way)

To address/handle/deal with the continuing problem of

To correct a thorny problem 

an enduring problem – a longstanding problem

a central problem – a key problem

To solve/overcome the current problem

a severe problem

To be aware of the underlying problem of...

To identify, to realize, to recognize the problem of...

a potential problem

To overlook a problem

To cause, to exacerbate

More collocations

Recent evidence suggests

Recent research (on sth + now) indicates…

Recent research (by sb) revealed…

Recent studies contest the belief that…(contest=refute)

(The) New data show that…

There appears to be mounting interest in 

A statement, an idea is consistent with the fact that

to adopt drastic measures

to undertake harsh measures

to undertake drastic changes

to effectively address a severe problem

to issue a warning 

to pinpoint a cause

to set a goal 

to spark criticism

to undertake a project

to adopt measures

a far-fetched idea

an intolerable situation

an acute shortage of

an unattainable goal

a one-sided view of something

a biased view (affecting a topic or people, supporting whatever, on a topic, in a situation…)

a short-sighted view (or policy)

an ill-conceived plan

a detailed account

a first-hand account

an awkward position

a significant step (important, meaningful)

a significant contribution (to solving the problem of)

a significant cause

an apparent contradiction (obvious, visible)

a wild guess

a closely-guarded secret

an exorbitant cost

step-by-step instructions

serious doubt

grave doubts

significant rise/descend

significant increase/decrease

massive unemployment 

widespread unemployment

relevant information

dense fog

heavy rain

heavy traffic

a heavy drinker

a heavy smoker

utter nonsense

utterly unable to

Civil law (Civil offences), as opposed to criminal law, refers to that branch of law dealing with disputes between individuals and/or organizations, in which compensation may be awarded to the victim. 

A car crash victim may claim damages against the driver for loss or injury sustained in an accident.

Misleading advertising – submit a complaint
Criminal law (criminal offences): violent crime, property crime, and public order crime.

Speeding – violation of traffic legislation 

to submit/file a complaint

to press charges against sb

to sue sb

to take legal action against sb

to take sb to court

a court case

a civil suit

a lawsuit

If you file a formal/legal accusation/complaint/request, you make it officially.

If you press charges against someone, you make an official accusation against them (start/pursue legal proceedings against sb) which has to be decided in a court of law.

If you sue someone, you start a legal case against them, usually in order to claim money from them because they have harmed you in some way.

You can sue someone for libel, injuries, divorce, war crimes, profesional negligence, 

