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Troublesome Words: Other-words

In this topic, it’s useful if you think of two ideas: 

· One is whether the word is an adjective or a pronoun. An adjective is accompanying a noun. A pronoun contains the noun! Think of “I need another pen” and “I need another”. (Adjectives in orange, pronouns in red; heads of noun phrases in blue.)

· The other is whether the word is definite or indefinite. “Definite” relates to the idea of something specific you are thinking of. “Indefinite” relates to the idea that any of that kind will do. Contrast “another piece of cake, please!” and “the other piece better!”

Note: In orange both articles (the, a/an) and adjectives/quantifiers, for they all accompany a noun. 

A/An for counting behaves as an adjective, but A/An is really an indeterminate article. I colored it as if it were an adjective because the distinction is unimportant, here. I want you to understand something else.
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	Adjective
	Pronoun
	

	Singular 
	indeterminate
	ANOTHER
	ANOTHER
	

	
	determinate
	THE OTHER
	THE OTHER
	

	Plural
	indeterminate
	OTHER
	OTHERS
	

	
	determinate
	THE OTHER
	THE OTHERS
	

	List of Errors & Mistakes
	

	1. NEVER use OTHER (indeterminate) for SINGULAR

Necesito otro boli > I need another pen
Necesito otro >  I need another
Necesito el otro boli > I need the other pen (éste OTHER es determinate)

Necesito el otro > I need the other
2. Los/as otros/as does not take an “-s” in English if the word is an adjective!
Have you seen The Others?

The other people in class haven’t arrived yet. 

(You remember people is a plural in English, don’t you?)
	


	Exercise 1. One, another, other, others

	How many children are there? Are they unknown or specific?

1. One child wanted to play, another wanted to watch TV.

2. One child wanted to play, others wanted to watch TV.

3. One child wanted to play, the other wanted to watch TV.

4. One child wanted to play, the others wanted to watch TV.

	Answers

	1. 2, but we’re not thinking of specific children, just in two unidentified children. Un/a y otro/a, no María y Juan.

2. Some children, we don’t know how many. We just know that a kid wanted to do something and other kids wanted to do something else. Un/a… Otros/as… (distribución)

3. 2, and we’re thinking of two specific children. Cf. with 1. Un/a y el/la otro/a. María y Juan.

4. some children, we don’t know how many. We just know that one kid wanted to do something and that the rest of the kids there wanted to do something else. Cf. with 2. Un/a… Los/as otros/as...

	
	

	Exercise 2. Translation and Quizz on Other-words
	I taken them from Another, The Other, The Others, Others (English Grammar Quizzes – Level 4 - Medium) at http://a4esl.org/q/h/vm/anothertheother.html, so when you finish you can check them while you also take this on-line test.

	Translate the following sentences. 

1. No puede hacerse de otra manera.

2. Hay gente a la que le gusta descansar en su tiempo libre. A otra le gusta viajar.

3. ¡Este pastel está delicioso! ¿Me puedes poner otro trozo?

4. ¿Dónde están los otros chicos?

5. El súper está al otro lado de la calle.

6. Había tres libros en mi mesa. Uno está aquí. ¿Dónde están los otros?

7. Algunos de los conferenciantes ya han entrado al salón de actos; otros conferenciantes siguen por ahí.

8. Ésta no es la única respuesta a la pregunta. Hay otras.

9. Anda, dame otra oportunidad...

10. Fue un profe maravilloso. Todo el mundo pensó que sería difícil dar con otro como él.
	



