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Language in the news: Two articles on Catalonia

Spain Moves to Take Control of Catalonia After Secession Vote – about 1,100 words
From The New York Times https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/27/world/europe/spain-catalonia-puigdemont.html
By RAPHAEL MINDER and PATRICK KINGSLEYOCT. 27, 2017 
EXERCISE. Consider the words below. Skim the text (fast, time yourself, saying “gap” in the gap). Then start trying to fill out/in the gaps (Scanning). After considering, if you encounter problems, move on. Leave the hardest gaps for the second scanning. 
           As you work, consider participle clauses (the present and past participle kinds). They’re common in articles, reviews, literature… 
AGREED

BITTER

BOISTEROUS

CHARGES

CONFRONT

DUELING

FENCE-SITTING

FUELED

GRANTING

GREETED

GROUNDS

LAWMAKERS

OVER

PLACE

PURSUED

STRIKE

STRIPPING

UNDETERRED

BARCELONA, Spain — For the first time in Spain’s democratic history, the government will take direct control over one of the country’s autonomous regions, after lawmakers in Catalonia ended weeks of agonized 1. ___________ on Friday and voted to secede. The 2. ___________ declarations — by the national parliament in Madrid and the Catalan regional parliament in Barcelona — escalated a years-old independence drive in the prosperous northeast region to its fiercest level yet.

3. _______ by a distinct language and culture and economic grievances, aspirations for a separate state have percolated for generations before boiling over this month to 4. _____ Spain with perhaps its worst constitutional crisis since it embraced democracy in 1978. The events Friday, coming in the chaotic aftermath of an Oct. 1 independence referendum in Catalonia, were 5. ___________ variously with anger, concern and elation on both sides, with the prospect of even more volatile confrontations in days ahead as the Spanish government decides how specifically to put the steps in 6. ___________.

Mr. Rajoy’s government could start 7. ___________ Catalonia of its administrative autonomy as early as Friday night. In parallel, Spain’s attorney general could seek to detain Catalan leaders on 8. ___________ of rebellion. Such moves were likely to turn the 9. ___________ separatist street celebrations that greeted the independence declaration on Friday into mass protests, with one Catalan labor union already calling on workers to stage a general 10. ___________ from Monday.

During the debate that preceded their vote, Catalan 11. ___________ traded accusations and in turn described the occasion as “historic” and “happy,” or else “tragic” and a violation of Spain’s Constitution, perhaps the only thing on which both sides 12. ___________. Within an hour of the Catalan vote, the Spanish Senate in Madrid voted 214 to 47 to invoke Article 155 of Spain’s Constitution, 13. ___________ Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy extraordinary powers to take direct administrative control 14. _________ the region and remove secessionist politicians, including the Catalan leader, Carles Puigdemont, who may now be subject to 15. ___________ of rebellion. 

In a speech on Friday before the vote, Mr. Rajoy had said he had “no alternative” because Mr. Puigdemont and his separatist government had 16. ___________ an illegal and unilateral path that was “contrary to the normal behavior in any democratic country like ours.” 17. ___________ by the government’s threat, and after a 18. ___________ debate, separatists in the Catalan Parliament passed a resolution to create “a Catalan republic as an independent state.” Most of the lawmakers opposed to independence walked out of the chamber in protest before the vote.
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Since the region’s referendum on Oct. 1, Mr. Puigdemont had been squeezed in a tightening vice of his own creation, and seemed at times to contradict his own declarations as he squirmed for a way 19. ___. On the one hand, the inexperienced, former small city mayor was trapped between 20. _______ from Catalan hard-liners to declare independence, and on the other by a 21. _______ response from a Rajoy government determined to preserve the nation’s constitution and territorial integrity. 
22. _______ pleas for mediation, he and his region’s independence bid were shunned and condemned, not only by the Madrid central government but also European Union officials 23. ______ of encouraging similarly minded secessionist movements around the Continent. European leaders made clear on Friday that they would not be recognizing Catalan independence and would 24. _______ Mr. Rajoy, as leader of one of the bloc’s most important member states. Donald Tusk, the president of the European Council, wrote in a Twitter post that “nothing changes” and “Spain remains our only interlocutor.”

Searching for a 25. _______, Mr. Puigdemont came close on Thursday to calling early regional elections — which Mr. Rajoy has said he, too, would now call 26. _______ six months — in hopes of forestalling the drastic measures approved by the Spanish Senate on Friday and 27. _______ Catalonia’s autonomy. But Madrid would offer no guarantee that it would not 28. _______ down on the region, Mr. Puigdemont said, as he immediately faced a revolt in his own 29. _______ from secessionist die-hards who called him a traitor. After hours of wavering on Thursday, he relented and threw the decision on independence to Catalan lawmakers, who took the fateful 30. _______ on Friday.

Addressing the Catalan Parliament in Spanish, Carlos Carrizosa, a lawmaker from Ciudadanos, a party that opposes secession, told Mr. Puigdemont and separatist lawmakers that, far 31. _______ creating a new Catalan republic, “you will go down in history for having fractured Catalonia and for 32. _______ the institutions of Catalonia.” In front of the assembly, he 33. _______ apart a copy of the independence resolution. “Your job is not to promise unrealizable dreams but to improve the daily lives of people”… Before the independence vote, Marta Rovira, a separatist lawmaker, told the assembly that “today we start on a new path” to build “a better country.” She added: “We are creating a country free 34. ______ repression.” Catalan lawmakers who voted for independence could face prosecution for sedition, or even rebellion. Marta Ribas, a Catalan lawmaker, said that Madrid’s use of Article 155 was unjustified, but also argued that “it’s a mistake to respond to one outrageous act with another outrageous act.” She added: “A declaration of independence won’t protect us from the 155, quite the 35. _______.”

In the streets outside Parliament in Barcelona, not far from a boisterous pro-independence 36. ___, a few Catalans quietly expressed similar frustrations. The Oct. 1 referendum did not give the Catalan government the legitimacy to vote to secede, said Federico Escolar, 53, a cafe owner. … “It was not a proper referendum. It was illegal.” Walking 37. _____ a nearby subway station, Christina Juana, a 38-year-old social worker, agreed. “Neither Puigdemont nor the Catalan government knows exactly what the Catalan people’s opinion is,” Ms. Juana said. Before the Catalan Parliament’s vote for independence on Friday, large crowds had 38. ____ outside in anticipation of what they hoped would be a historic day for Catalonia. Many were 39. ____ in flags as they watched the parliamentary debate on two large screens, 40. ____ during speeches by pro-independence lawmakers and hissing those of their opponents. When proceedings hit a lull, the crowds cycled through a series of pro-independence chants. “Spanish occupiers!” was one, a reference to the national police officers who tried to stop the Oct. 1 referendum by force. “Leave Catalonia!” 



David Meseguer contributed reporting.
EXERCISE

A. Notice this: this article has the typical lay-out of informative articles. 

B. Timing yourself:

· Read the jumbled headings: 
How will pro-independence Catalans react to the triggering of article 155?
How will the Spanish government take control of Catalonia?

What does the Catalan government say?

What will the Spanish government actually do?

Why?

Will the application of article 155 bring an end to the crisis?
· Read through the article fast (not stopping where you can’t understand), while underlining one, a few words indicating what the topic of the section is (topic words), or words belonging to the same semantic field (particularly if you think you don’t quite understand). 

· Contemplate your underlined words and the headings and see how many you can match.

· Then read sections more carefully to match the remaining headings.

C. Now read the article carefully to learn how to word explanations!
D. Find words or phrases in the two articles that illustrate whether the writer uses British or US American English
Catalonia: how will Spain impose direct rule and will it work? – about 700 words
From The Guardian https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/oct/18/catalonia-what-next-for-independence-movement-spain-explainer
By Sam Jones and Stephen Burgen. Friday 27 October 2017 16.35 BST

After Catalan parliament’s vote to create a republic, Mariano Rajoy is turning to a constitutional measure never used before

Spain is facing its worst political crisis in 40 years. On Friday afternoon, the Catalan parliament voted in favour of establishing a sovereign, independent republic. Shortly afterwards, Spain’s senate gave the country’s prime minister, Mariano Rajoy, permission to impose direct rule and fire the Catalan president as part of a series of measures designed to bring the region back into legal and constitutional order.

1. _________________________________

The unilateral independence referendum held on 1 October has set the governments in Madrid and Barcelona on a collision course. Rajoy had repeatedly warned the Catalan government that its bid for independence was illegal and unconstitutional and told its president, Carles Puigdemont, to drop his secessionist plans. Puigdemont, however, insists that the region has a legitimate right to independence. Efforts to find a way out of the impasse have failed and tensions are at an all-time high.

2. ___________________________________

The senate – the upper house of the Spanish parliament – had approved Rajoy’s plans to use article 155 of the country’s 1978 constitution. The measure, which has never been used, states: “If a self-governing community does not fulfil the obligations imposed upon it by the constitution or other laws, or acts in a way that is seriously prejudicial to the general interest of Spain, the government, after having lodged a complaint with the president of the self-governing community and failed to receive satisfaction therefore, may, following approval granted by the overall majority of the senate, take all measures necessary to compel the community to meet said obligations, or to protect the above-mentioned general interest.”

3. ___________________________________
It plans to sack Puigdemont and his cabinet and assume control of Catalonia’s civil service, police, finances and public media. Rajoy has said he hopes the intervention will be as brief as possible, and has promised that regional elections will be held in Catalonia within the next six months. The current Catalan government is made up of a coalition of pro-independence parties that took 47% of the vote in 2015 elections, which were billed as a de facto referendum on independence.

4. ___________________________________
It has vowed to defend Catalan institutions and argues that the Spanish government has already in effect activated article 155 by intervening in the region’s finances and sending thousands of Guardia Civil and national police officers to Catalonia. Towards the end of last month, Puigdemont accused Rajoy’s government of a de facto suspension of regional autonomy and a de facto declaration of a state of emergency after Spanish police raided Catalan government offices and arrested 14 officials as part of an unsuccessful attempt to stop the referendum.

5. ___________________________________
Tensions in the region are running high after the police violence that marred the referendum on 1 October and a judge’s decision to deny bail to two Catalan independence leaders accused of sedition. Add to that the continuing presence of Guardia Civil and national police officers and the situation looks fraught. But it is worth remembering that the pro-independence strikes and demonstrations held so far have been almost overwhelmingly peaceful. If some Catalan separatists decide to push back against article 155, they would probably do so by going on strike or by forming human chains around key regional government buildings. It is unclear what would happen if the police tried physically to remove Catalan government officials from their offices. Much could also depend on the reaction of the Catalan police force, the Mossos d’Esquadra. Spanish police unions have accused the Mossos of failing to do enough to prevent the referendum; the head of the force, Josep Lluís Trapero, is being investigated for alleged sedition.

6. ___________________________________
Extremely doubtful. The Catalan independence effort has acquired momentum over recent years and most campaigners say they are in it for the long haul. Similarly, the Spanish government can’t afford to back down when it comes to such a direct challenge to national and territorial unity.
KEY to Spain Moves to Take Control of Catalonia After Secession Vote
1. fence-sitting 2. dueling declarations 3. Fueled by 4. confront Spain 5. greeted 6. in place 7. stripping … of … autonomy 8. seek to detain … leaders on grounds of rebellion 9. boisterous … celebrations 10. a general strike 11. lawmakers 12. both sides agreed 13. granting powers to 14. take control over 15. subject to charges of rebellion 16. had pursued a … path that 17. Undeterred by the … threat 18. bitter debate 19. a way out 20. demands from … hard-liners to 21. a stiffening response from 22. Despite pleas for mediation, 23. wary of encouraging similarly minded secessionist movements around the Continent 24. support … as leader 25. Searching for a compromise, 26. [call elections] within six months 27. preserving … autonomy 28. clamp down on the region 29. ranks from secessionist die-hards 30. a fateful plunge 31. far from …ing 33. tore apart a copy 34. free of repression 35. quite the contrary  36. a pro-independence rally 37. Walking into a nearby subway station, 38. large crowds gathered outside 39. Many were draped in flags 40. cheering during speeches by 
KEY to Catalonia: how will Spain impose direct rule and will it work? 

(Select the space below and change the ink. Now it’s white!)
1. Why?

2. How will the Spanish government take control of Catalonia?

3. What will the Spanish government actually do?

4. What does the Catalan government say?

5. How will pro-independence Catalans react to the triggering of article 155?

6. Will the application of article 155 bring an end to the crisis?
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