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Podcast Episodes Used In Class: Women’s Hour News Podcast (BBC)

21 Sept 07 Episode: Helen Mirren - 13:59
Updated Jan 2019
Choose the most appropriate answers for the 10 first minutes of this audio. 

1. Why is Helen Mirren interviewed?

· Because she had just been awarded a prize

· Because she had just published a book of memoirs

· Because her ancestors were Russian

2. Why was 2007 so special to her in terms of acting?

· Because she was awarded a prize

· Because her fame helped her to find her Russian ancestors 
· Because she had amazing roles to play

3. Why does she consider the book a memoir and not an autobiography?

· She doesn’t say that -- she says it’s an autobiography.

· Because it is a collection of memories

· Because after looking at some photographs, she starts writing about her life 

4. Her distant relatives were…

· Aristocrats and military intelligentsia

· Upper-middle class and militaristic intelligentsia

· Her grandmother was a countess but the rest died of starvation

5. Why does she change the order of the expression “rags to riches”? 

· Because it doesn’t apply to what she is describing

· Because she thinks her relatives were rich

· Because her relatives were rich and then became immigrants

6. What was her grandfather in Britain?

· An immigrant

· A taxi-driver

· A socialist and an atheist

7. What was her father all of his life?

· An immigrant

· A taxi-driver 

· A socialist and an atheist

8. What kind of school did she go to?

· A state school

· A religious school

· A language school

What TV series did she star at that time?

· Elizabeth I

· Elizabeth II

· Prime Suspect

In pairs now, practice retelling what you learned/learnt about Helen Mirren. Share your highlights at Plenary when you like.
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