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Oh Baby! The Baby Human. Geniuses in Diapers. Episode: To Think
By Ana Otto

Exercise 1. General comprehension: After watching the episode once try to summarize  its content.

Exercise 2. Multiple choice: Listen to the first part of the documentary (15’) and choose the correct option:

1. Psychologists have always considered baby humans

a) to be independent creatures who develop their skills early in life

b) to be born with the capacity to think, reason and learn about the world

c) to be equipped with the basic skills of thinking and reasoning

2. Nature prepares the baby human from birth  to disguise:

a) familiar faces gathering around

b) both familiar faces and objects

c) Many contrasts of light and dark

3. The more things an early infant sees…

a) the more disabilities he finds

b) the more interested he/she becomes

c) the better for his/her later development

4. When scanning and discovering the world of objects:

a) Babies are not really conscious about the existence of people and things

b) Babies have trouble to distinguish stationary objects from people

c) Babies are aware of the differences between stationary things and people

5. Studying babies’ reaction towards object permanence has shown that:

a) At an early stage babies are easily bored after a series of repetitions

b) Babies easily forget objects they lose the track of

c) Babies are able to keep objects in their minds even when they can’t see them

Exercise 3. Scanning. Complete the text with the missing words or expressions.

Hidden object (Mummy and baby playing with a blanket) 

Psychologists now know that babies can keep a representation of something in their mind even when they can ……………………………………. see it – they call it “ understanding object permanence” – To track the ……………………………………. of the human baby the next question researchers ask was: “Can babies actually look for a concealed object and find it and at what age does this act of ……………………………………. begin?” 

At Andrea Lazslov’s lab, six-month – old Andrew is shown a green ……………………..….. Right in front of his eyes Dr Andrea covers the toy with a cloth to see if Andrew will find it. It’s completely by accident that Andrew’s moving hand grabs the cloth and he was …………………………………….  there was the crocodile! So if it is true that a child at this age can keep in mind an image of something that is hidden from you , why couldn’t Andrew find the toy?

Max is also six moths old. Like Andrew he too has forgotten that his favourite toy even existed. But the fact is that for infants ……………………………………. finding a toy under a blanket is a multi-step project: first, keeping  the image of this toy in his mind while it disappears , planning ahead where his hand should go to remove the blanket, and mobilizing……………………………………. . It’s a lot to organize and in the meantime, the blanket has become a new distraction and Max has completely forgotten what he was looking for.
