Your Teacher’s Listening Activities on Audios from the Web, english@mujerpalabra.net, http://talkingpeople.net/


Source

The following items are taken from: 

BBC - Learning English –

Words in the News www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/newsenglish/witn/

You can check out each of these news items on their specific web addresses, where you’ll find a glossary in case you want to work on vocabulary, and the audio file, in case you want to listen to it again. 

To be able to open those audio files, .ram, you need the Real Player program.

(Students’ sheet)
2005 BBB News Items

1. The USA: Topic: Social Struggle. Civil Rights icon Rosa Parks dies, 26 October

2. International: Topic: Education. UNICEF report on education, 18 April 

3. International: Topic: Health. World slow to face bird flu threat, 29 August

4. International: Topic: Environment/Weather. Storm season ends, 30 November 
5. Spain: Topic: Environment/Pollution. Spain's greenhouse gas problem, 2 Dec 

6. International: Topic: World Economy/Debt. IMF discuss debt relief for 20 countries, 23 December
7. The UK: Topic: Wars/Terrorism. London bomb attacks, 8 July 

8. The USA: Topic: Wars/Terrorism. New York subway search, 15 August 

9. International: Topic: Scientific Research. Scientists study violence, 30 May 

10. Middle East: Topic: Wars/Terrorism. Israel begins Gaza Strip pull-out, 15 August
11. Asia: Topic: Health Issues. Aids continues to spread, 21 November
12. The UK: Topic: Employment. Royal Mail prize for coming to work, 2 May

13. International: Topic: Arts. The Oscars. 28 February, 2005
14. Europe: Topic: Health Issues? New European anti-smoking campaign, 1 March
15. Radio program

Your Assignment

1. Aural Comprehension (individual work): each Listening Activity is designed to be played several times, so don’t worry if you can’t fill in all the gaps after the audio is played for the first time.

2. Designing Reading Comprehension Activities (small groups): make four comprehension questions for one of the items – two questions should be on general comprehension (skimming) and the other two should be on specific information (scanning).

News Item 1: Civil Rights icon Rosa Parks dies. 26 October, 2005

www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/newsenglish/witn/2005/10/051026_parks.shtml This report from Laura Trevelyan:
Rosa Parks, whose refusal to give up her bus seat to a white man started the US civil rights movement in the mid 1950s, has died at the age of ninety-two. Her cause was supported by a little known Reverend, Martin Luther King Jnr. 

	Rosa Lee Parks was forty-two years old when she _1_ history. She was sitting on the bus in Montgomery, Alabama, one day in 1955 when a white man demanded her _2_. Mrs Parks refused, defying the _3_ which required blacks to give up their seats to whites. She was arrested and _4_. Her treatment triggered a _5_-day boycott of the bus system, organised by the Reverend Martin Luther King Junior. The Montgomery _6_ boycott marked the birth of the civil rights movement. Seven years later, Rosa Parks _7_ that momentous day:

ROSA LEE PARKS: "The driver said that if I refused to _8_ the seat, he would have to call the police and I told him ‘just call the police’, which he did and when they _9_, they placed me under arrest."

REPORTER: "Wasn't that a pretty frightening thing, to be _10_ in Montgomery, Alabama?"

RLP: "No, I wasn't afraid at all."

R: "You weren't frightened, why weren't you frightened?"

RLP: "I don't know why I wasn't, but I didn't feel  _11_. I had decided that I would have to know once and for all  _12_ rights I had as a human being and a citizen, even in Montgomery, Alabama."

Her public stance made her a symbol of the civil rights movement, but it also made it _13_ for her to get work in Alabama. She and her husband, Raymond, _14_ to Detroit, where she worked as an aide in a Democratic Congressman's office. Upon her retirement, Mrs Parks _15_ her time to an institute she and her husband founded, aimed _16_ developing leadership among young people. Rosa Parks will be remembered for the way her quiet determination in the face of injustice _17_ change America.
	1. made
2. seat
3. rules
4. fined
5. 381
6. bus
7. recalled
8. leave
9. came
10. arrested
11. afraid
12. what
13. hard
14. moved
15. devoted
16. at

17. helped



News Item 2: UNICEF report on education. 18 April, 2005

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/newsenglish/witn/2005/04/050418_education.shtml

The United Nations' children's fund, UNICEF, says 115 million children worldwide are still missing out on an education, most of them girls. 2005 is the year set by the UN to achieve gender equality in primary education. This report from Imogen Foulkes:
	UNICEF says many countries in South Asia, Africa and the Middle East cannot meet the  _1_ of gender equality this year. UNICEF is especially  _2_ about the situation in west and central Africa, where, it says, emergency measures are now  _3_ to promote primary education. Only five countries out of 24 are set to achieve  _4_ equality there. Conflicts in Liberia, Sierra Leone and the Democratic Republic of Congo have done incalculable  _5_ to children's education. In South Asia, UNICEF _6_, progress has been made but not enough. Forty-two million children across the region don't go to school. Afghanistan and Pakistan have the widest gender _7_. For Pakistan to have the  _8_ number of girls as boys in school by 2015, it would have to  _9_ girls' school attendance by over 3 per cent  _10_ year. (Falta un párrafo)
	1. target
2. concerned
3. needed
4. gender
5. damage
6. says
7. gaps
8. same
9. increase
10. each


News Item 3: World slow to face bird flu threat. 29 August, 2005 

www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/newsenglish/witn/2005/08/050829_bird_flu.shtml Report from Damian Grammaticus:
Plans for a global response to a mass outbreak of bird flu in humans are taking shape, but are far from complete. In some places warnings are not being followed. 

	On a lake in western Siberia, flocks of  _1_ and geese are roaming free. Here, people are ignoring  _2_ from their government that all domestic poultry should be kept  _3_ because of the risk of bird flu. There have been bird flu outbreaks in dozens of Russian  _4_ in the past fortnight, many in this area. The virus was brought here from Asia by migrating  _5_ birds. Ornithologists in Russia say that wild fowl will  _6_ be moving on from here before autumn comes. 

The latest research shows some birds will  _7_ towards the Mediterranean and southern Europe. Other flocks will travel towards Germany, Britain and Ireland. It's possible they could  _8_ the bird flu virus with them: and the ornithologists say  _9_ officials in Europe should be monitoring the wild birds & preparing to deal with any outbreaks of _10_, because if bird flu infects humans, it is in many cases _11_. 
	1. ducks
2. warnings
3. indoors
4. villages
5. wild
6. soon
7. head
8. carry
9. health
10. disease
11. fatal


News Item 4: Storm season ends. 30 November, 2005

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/newsenglish/witn/2005/11/051130_storms.shtml Report from Roland Pease:
The 2005 hurricane season, the most active on record, is drawing to its official close today, 30th November. The season saw the devastating Hurricane Katrina which struck the Gulf Coast in August, and also severe flooding in central America. 

	The hurricane season has _1_ with one storm lashing the Canaries, off the coast of West Africa, and yet _2_ brewing in the middle of the Atlantic. That brings the total number of named tropical _3_ in the Atlantic this season to twenty six, roundly beating the previous  _4_ of twenty one, set seventy years ago. So numerous were the cyclones, that having  _5_ up all the permitted letters of the Roman alphabet, the experts have now moved onto Greek letters - epsilon is the name of the _6_. 

Hurricane Katrina, which lashed the gulf coast of America in  _7_ August was the costliest natural disaster in US history. Wilma, just a month ago was  _8_ the most intense Atlantic hurricane on record. The number of storms that  _9_ hurricane status, thirteen, was one more than seen before. There were three category five hurricanes in a  _10_ season - yet another record. 

There's speculation that  _11_ hurricane activity is related to global _12_: two scientific papers this year have  _13_ their intensity to climate change. But experts from the US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration are insisting that conventional factors are  _14_ work - sea surface temperatures two or three degrees  _15_ feeding the hurricanes' fury, and favourable high-altitude winds  _16_ them on their way. But that's no comfort in the  _17_ term - they warn that if the hurricane cycle persists the way they _18_, we should see high levels of hurricane activity  _19_ years to come, and large numbers making _20_ landfall.
	1. ended
2. another
3. storms
4. record
5. used
6. latest
7. late
8. briefly
9. reached
10. single
11. increased
12. warming
13. linked
14. at

15. warmer
16. helping
17. short
18. expect
19. for
20. deadly


News Item 5: Spain's greenhouse gas problem. 02 December, 2005

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/newsenglish/witn/2005/12/051202_spain.shtml Report by Chris Morris:
With a major international conference on climate change beginning this week in Montreal the Spanish government has admitted that it's embarrassed by the huge increase in the country's emission of greenhouse gases. 

	The European Union was one of the main driving  _1_ behind the Kyoto Protocol but it's struggling to meet its commitments. Spain has the _2_  record of all. Greenhouse gas emissions are  _3_ by more than forty percent in fifteen years. 

In a BBC interview, the Spanish environment minister, Cristina Narbona, _4_ that  that was an embarrassment. We're all a bit ashamed, she said - much more needs to be  _5_ in Spain and across Europe. True to political form, she put the  _6_ for Spain's dismal performance on the former government which left office last year. She spoke of the need for new ecological _7_, a rise in the price of electricity and a cultural revolution in the way companies and  _8_ citizens use energy. 

She said the Spanish  _9_ minister, Jose Luis Zapatero, was personally committed to the climate change agenda. But environmentalists  _10_ that unless political leaders act on their promises, Spain and the EU in general will  _11_ to meet their Kyoto  _12_ by 2012.
	1. forces
2. worst
3. up

4. admitted
5. done
6. blame
7. taxes
8. private
9. prime
10. warn
11. fail
12. targets


News Item 6: IMF discuss debt relief for 20 countries. 23 December, 2005

www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/newsenglish/witn/2005/12/051223_imf_debt_mtg.shtml Report from Mark Gregory:
Directors of the Intenational Monetary Fund have been meeting this week to discuss putting into action a fifty billion dollar programme to relieve the debts of 20 of the world's poorest countries. The plan was agreed in Scotland last July. 

	The Reuters news agency  _1_ to have seen a memo written by IMF officials. It  _2_ that debt relief should be withheld from six poor countries until they've done more to reform their economies. The nations  _3_ are Ethiopia, Madagascar, Mauritania, Nicaragua, Rwanda and Senegal. The  _4_ of the memo is crucial as the IMF board is about to decide the final form of a  _5_ relief plan. This was agreed amid massive publicity at the G8  _6_ of the major industrial powers  _7_ at Gleneagles in Scotland last July. 

The plan  _8_ cancelling debts owed by 20 of the most impoverished nations to international agencies, including the World Bank, _9_ and African Development Bank. A decision to exclude  _10_ a third of the countries on that initial list would be extremely controversial, as debt cancellation is a  _11_ element in much hyped plans to alleviate global _12_. 

The IMF board, which is dominated by the governments of major  _13_ donors, is expected to announce its decision after a meeting in Washington. The six countries  _14_ to be denied debt cancellation maybe eligible  _15_ they take specified steps to tighten controls on government spending and deal with problems - as the IMF sees it - in the way they  _16_ their economies. 
	1. claims
2. recommends
3. affected
4. timing
5. debt
6. summit
7. held
8. involves
9. IMF
10. nearly
11. key
12. poverty
13. aid
14. likely
15. once
16. manage


News Item 7: London bomb attacks. 08 July, 2005 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/newsenglish/witn/2005/07/050708_bombs.shtml Report from Sanjay Dasgupta:

Police in London have warned people to remain cautious following the bomb attacks during Thursday morning’s rush hour on the city's transport system. The attacks are believed to have killed at least fifty people and injured around seven hundred more. 

	Speaking on television just hours after the attacks, the British Prime Minister, Tony Blair, _1_ an intense investigation by the police and security services to  _2_ down those responsible. Mr Blair also said he knew those behind the attacks had acted in the name of Islam but he  _3_ that the overwhelming majority of Muslims abhorred the bombings as much as he did. 

The first attack came  _4_ before nine in the morning on a train close to the main station in the city's financial district; minutes later the worst incident _5_: a bomb exploded in a deep underground line, killing more than twenty people. A third bomb on another underground train tore a  _6_ through a tunnel wall, hurling  _7_ onto an adjacent track and involving a further two trains. The fourth explosion ripped the roof off a bus. 

The attacks were  _8_ to cause maximum disruption during the morning  _9_ hour, and with the underground network still shut down the city's workers are  _10_ with a long walk home.
	1. promised
2. track
3. stressed
4. just
5. occurred
6. hole
7. debris
8. timed
9. rush
10. faced


News Item 8: New York subway search. 05 August, 2005 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/newsenglish/witn/2005/08/050805_subway.shtml Report from Stuart Cohen:

Five people in New York have filed a lawsuit against the city government to stop random bag searches in the city's subway. 

	The group of five people have been  _1_ in their lawsuit by the New York Civil Liberties Union. They say, in addition to being a violation of  _2_, the policy is ineffective, because anybody can refuse the  _3_ and then turn around and get into the system at any one of New York's  _4_ other subway stations.

Brendan MacWade is one of the five people involved in the  _5_. He was in one of the World Trade Centre buildings when it was hit by a plane nearly four years ago:

BRENDAN MACWADE: "I think it's _6_  to say that I want to catch real terrorists as much as any politician or law enforcement official. But this  _7_ of random searches without suspicion does not work, and that is why I'_8_  joined this lawsuit."
The random search policy was created to avoid any  _9_ of racial profiling while trying to keep potential bombers out of New York's subway system. A  _10_ for the city  _11_ the searches meet all legal requirements. But the New York Civil Liberties Union calls it a needle in a haystack approach to  _12_ enforcement that just doesn't  _13_.
	1. joined
2. privacy
3. search
4. 467
5. lawsuit
6. fair
7. policy
8. ve

9. charges
10. lawyer
11. says
12. law

13. work


News Item 9: Scientists study violence. 30 May, 2005

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/newsenglish/witn/2005/05/050530_violence.shtml

Witnessing a violent act makes someone twice as likely to commit a violent crime themselves, according to a study published in the journal Science. The researchers tracked the lives of youths from Chicago neighbourhoods over a five-year period. This report from Roland Pease:

	Violence is a kind of social contagion, says Felton Earls, who  _1_ the study, where one act of aggression is likely to  _2_ to more acts, even from  _3_. That violence begets violence is part of folklore, but putting scientific flesh on the notion involved complex statistical tests applied to life details collected from  _4_ Chicago youths. 

Following them from their early teenage, the researchers were able to factor out  _5_ social influences like family background, to show that children who had been  _6_ at or witnessed a shooting part way through the study were much more likely to become  _7_ in violent activities by the end of it. 

In part this is because the experience adds to levels of anxiety, _8_ destabilises normal behaviour. Although the lessons come from violent US city neighbourhoods, Professor Earls  _9_ they can be applied across the world, particularly to  _10_ of intense conflict where the exposure to violence is much  _11_. The positive side, he adds, is that, as with infectious  _12_, earlier intervention to control the situation can have  _13_ beneficial knock-on effects.
	1. led
2. lead
3. onlookers
4. 1,500
5. complicating
6. shot
7. involved
8. which
9. believes
10. regions
11. higher
12. diseases
13. stronger


News Item 10: Israel begins Gaza Strip pull-out. 15 August, 2005

www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/newsenglish/witn/2005/08/050815_gaza.shtml Report from Roger Hardy:
The Israeli withdrawal from the Gaza Strip has begun, with soldiers giving Israeli settlers forty-eight hours to leave or be forcibly removed. It's the first time Israel has withdrawn from land claimed by the Palestinians. But will it lead to peace? 

	The  _1_ is important for the Israelis, the Palestinians and the international community, but it  _2_ considerable challenges for all of them. For Israel it's a  _3_ from past policy. It's the first time the country has relinquished territory the Palestinians regard as part of a future independent state, _4_ it's done so unilaterally, not as part of a peace  _5_. As such, it marks an ideological turning-point for the Jewish state. 

Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, the man who's  _6_ this unprecedented gamble, will need to show his people it really has made them  _7_. For the Palestinians, the pullout offers a  _8_ to show they're ready for statehood. But it's also a test of whether their leaders can control security  _9_ also fending off the challenge of the militant Islamic group Hamas, which is anxious to show that the  _10_ is the result, not of moderation, but of armed  _11_. 

For the international community, and in particular the Bush administration in Washington, the  _12_ is to show the Israeli withdrawal really can revive the peace process. Many observers believe that will  _13_ time and a degree of outside involvement which has so far been lacking.
	1. withdrawal
2. poses
3. departure
4. moreover
5. agreement
6. taken
7. safer
8. chance
9. while
10. pullout
11. struggle
12. challenge
13. require


News Item 11: Aids continues to spread. 21 November, 2005

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/newsenglish/witn/2005/11/051121_aids.shtml

The United Nations AIDS organisation has published a report showing the number of people infected with HIV/AIDS is higher than ever. Although infection rates in Asia are lower than in some other parts of the world, more than eight million people in the region are infected. This report from Elizabeth Blunt.

	Infection rates are rising slowly but inexorably, all  _1_ Asia. And even Thailand, which did well in reducing its  _2_ of infection, still has high rates among some vulnerable groups in the population. This year's report  _3_ the deadly association between injecting drug use and prostitution right across Asia. 

One recent study in China found at least half of female drug users had  _4_ in commercial sex, and a high percentage of male drug  _5_ typically frequent prostitutes. A study in Surubaya, Indonesia, _6_ that 80% of male injecting drug users  _7_ sex, and that hardly any of them used a condom. 

So the AIDS virus  _8_ through the use of dirty needles, and is then passed on to prostitutes, who infect  _9_ other clients. The point at which those other clients go home and pass the  _10_ to their wives and girlfriends is the moment at which the disease moves out of the high  _11_ groups into the general population, and this is the  _12_ risk in Asia. 

The report says that far more efforts are needed to  _13_ high risk groups and encourage safer behaviour; but in Indonesia, for instance, if you  _14_ a clean needle the police are  _15_ to arrest you for being a drug addict; a woman carrying a condom will be arrested as a prostitute, all of which just  _16_ the spread of the disease. 
	1. over
2. rates
3. highlights
4. engaged
5. users
6. found
7. bought
8. spreads
9. their
10. virus
11. risk
12. greatest
13. target
14. carry
15. likely
16. encourages


News Item 12: Royal Mail prize for coming to work. 02 May, 2005

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/newsenglish/witn/2005/05/050502_royalmail.shtml Report by Steve Jackson:
Britain's Royal Mail service says a plan to cut the number of sick days taken by its staff has been a great success. Workers are rewarded with prizes, including new cars, for turning up at work reliably. 

	In some countries, _1_ lots of days off work sick would get you  _2_ and the idea of offering prizes for good attendance would be little more than a joke. But  _3_ has become a big problem in Britain, where the employment laws offer protection to  _4_ workers, but don't enable employers to distinguish between the genuinely ill and those who are  _5_. 

Last year, British  _6_ lost more than twenty-two billion dollars because of workers taking days off sick. When the Royal Mail announced a scheme to enter  _7_ workers into a prize draw, it was greeted with some scepticism. But one year on, the company has proclaimed it a  _8_. Thirty-seven Royal Mail workers have won a car for good  _9_ and thousands of others have been given  _10_ allowing them to take cheap holidays. 
	1. taking
2. fired
3. absenteeism
4. sick
5. pretending
6. businesses
7. reliable
8. success
9. attendance
10. vouchers


News Item 13: The Oscars. 28 February, 2005
www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/newsenglish/witn/2005/02/050228_oscars.shtml Report by James Coomarasamy:
Clint Eastwood's Million Dollar Baby beat Martin Scorsese's The Aviator to the top awards at the Oscars. 

	In the  _1_ of the Hollywood veterans, the undoubted winner was Clint Eastwood. His "Million Dollar Baby" was  _2_ best film by the Academy while he also won the coveted Oscar for Best Director for the second time. The film won four Oscars in total with Hilary Swank picking up Best Actress for her portrayal of a  _3_ boxer and Morgan Freeman named Best  _4_ Actor. So Martin Scorsese  _5_ out on the Best Director  _6_ for the fifth time, _7_ his film "The Aviator" did win five Oscars including Best Supporting Actress for Kate Blanchett. The hottest favourite of the night, Jamie Foxx, duly won Best Actor for his  _8_ of Ray Charles, but it was Clint Eastwood's night and one that he  _9_ with his 96-year-old mother who was sitting with him in the  _10_.
	1. battle
2. voted
3. female
4. Supporting
5. missed
6. award
7. although
8. portrayal
9. shared
10. audience


News Item 14: New European anti-smoking campaign. 01 March, 2005

www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/newsenglish/witn/2005/03/050301_smoking.shtml Report by Manuela Saragosa:
The European Commission is launching a new multi-million dollar anti-smoking campaign. It comes as the world's first ever treaty aimed at dissuading children from smoking and helping adults kick the habit enters into force this week. 

	The European Commission will spend about  _1_ million dollars over the next four years trying to  _2_ children and young adults from smoking. That's a big increase on the 25 million dollars it spent on its last anti-smoking  _3_. But it's an amount that's dwarfed by the multi-billion dollar financial clout of the tobacco industry, even  _4_ companies like British-American tobacco say they support efforts to  _5_ the incidents of youth smoking across Europe.

The Commission's latest campaign  _6_ in with a global anti-smoking treaty which came into force on Sunday and which requires that governments take tough  _7_ against the promotion of tobacco. The Commission's already spent money on a logo and slogan both of which will be unveiled at the  _8_ of the anti-smoking campaign on Tuesday and which will be followed up by a series of EU wide TV and cinema  _9_.

The campaign comes on top of existing efforts to curb tobacco use. The Commission is  _10_ countries to put picture warnings on cigarette  _11_ which would feature photos of blackened lungs and from July this year tobacco firms will be  _12_ from advertising at sporting events such as formula one car  _13_.
	1. 95
2. prevent
3. campaign
4. though
5. reduce
6. ties
7. measures
8. launch
9. adverts
10. encouraging
11. packets
12. banned
13. racing


15. BBC Radio Programmer: Talk about English

1. What’s the December 2005 feature?

2. When’s the webcast on? 

3. What’s their web address?

4. What’s the headline about this time?

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/radio/talkaboutenglish/monday/                 THE END
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