Listening Exercises at Talking People http://www.talkingpeople.net/

PodListenings

Free Listening Exercises by michelle using excerpts from free podcasts 


British or English? (Excerpt)

Excerpt from Cultural Differences Part 3
at http://www.betteratenglish.com/real-english-conversations-cultural-differences-part-3-of-3/ (2007)
Once you finish this exercise, check out their website and listen to the complete episode. It’s fun!

Better@English Podcast

http://www.betteratenglish.com/
1min30sec

A. First of all, listen to the audio twice. Just listen. Don’t read anything (the transcript is on page 2 here!).

B. Finished? OK, now… What do they say? Mark the correct answer(s), according to what the speakers say (not according to facts or to your opinions):

· English, Scottish, Welsh and Irish people are called British

· British, Scottish, Welsh and Irish people are called English

· It is OK for an English person to be called British

· It is OK for a Scottish person to be called English

· It is OK for a Welsh person to be called British

· Ireland is part of England

C. Listen to the audio as many times as you need, to answer these questions:
1. How does Lori ask Michael about his nationality?

2. How do you ask: “¿y se ofende la gente si la llamas británica?

3. What does Michael say about Eire?

4. Does Michael think that this is an easy subject? What does he say about it?

5. Do you think you could strike up a conversation with this subject? Why?

6. (Upper Intermediate students) What kind of mistake does Michael make in terms of mentioning the Irish subject? Why does he make that mistake? 

D. When you’ve finished, read the excerpt of the transcript below and check your answers. 

E. Follow-up. Consolidation. Some weeks later you could use parts of this audio for a little dictation!

Next page: Transcript
	Transcript of excerpt

L: Well, that’s another thing: Do you consider yourself British or do you consider yourself English, or, does it matter?

M: Well no, I’m English. I’m very much English. I’m sure you don’t want to know about my family history, but no, I think of myself as being English.

L: OK

M: And certainly the other countries, I mean, Scotland and Ireland and Wales, they like to think of themselves as being exclusively Scottish and Irish, they don’t really like to be thought of as being British. 

L: Mmm hmm.

M: I think they prefer to be thought of as independent. So…But, I don’t know, I think foreigners tend to think of…the people on that little green island in the middle of the sea, umm, as just being British. It’s just easier to say, to say Britain, you know. 

L: Mmm hmm.

M: Umm, but no, I’m English. That’s it, yeah.

L: OK, and is it actually offensive to be called British, or…?

M: Not if you’re English. But in…actually, some…as I was suggesting, that the Scottish, Irish, and Welsh people could be offended to be called British. 

L: Really?

M: Oh yeah, because, umm, they very much, you know, they like to have their independence, and I’m not completely sure, but I think that some…we have an independent Irish parliament now. They’re still governed overall by the English parliament, but they try to break away, really. And certainly in southern Ireland, which is known as Eire, they’re not British. I mean, they’re not part of the United Kingdom. It’s all, it’s all kind of complicated—I’m from the country and I don’t even understand it properly!


