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Stonehenge Settlement Found 
By National Geographic News Podcast for the week of February 2, 2007

Activity designed by michelle for Advanced students

(Path: Talking People – Podcasts – Pods used in class)


Activities

A. Beginning of episode (3.32 minutes): notice how news are presented, take notes.

B. News item on Stonehenge (3.32-8.10; about 5 minutes): complete the gaps and jot down words you don’t understand

1. What have scientists unearthed in southern England recently? 

A major ………………………………………………………………. less than ……………………………………..……. from Stonehedge.

2. When was Stonehedge built? Some ………………………………………………………………………………….

3. What is Durrington Walls part of? 

Apparently, it is …………………………………………..…………………….  of a large religious complex.

4. Durrington Walls is similar in ……………………………. and …………………………. to Stonehedge.

5. The big discovery there this year was ………………………………………………………………..………….  

6. Another interesting aspect about the village is ………………………………………………..………………....…………..…. 

7. There’s an enormous amount of ……………………………. bones:

· About 50,000 

· Over 50,000 

· Less than 50,000

8. What is an indication that these monument builders were feasting? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………..………………. 

9. Why was monument building connected to such extravagance?

………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………. 

10. These builders involved in these two separate building projects used two materials for each site:

For Stonehedge: …………………………………..…………………………………………………………………..……………………………….…… 

For Durrington Walls: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……

11. What was each place for?

· Stonehedge was built to ……………………………………………………………………………………………….

· Durrington Walls was built to ……………………………………………………………………………………….

12. What’s the name of the Project led by Mike Parker Pearson?

……………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………….

13. Where can you read more about the project and find pictures of the sites?

……………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………….

Related News

Stonehenge Settlement Found: Builders’ Homes, “Cult Houses” 
By James Owen in London for National Geographic News. January 30, 2007

ANSWER KEY - Stonehenge Settlement Found

National Geographic News Podcast for the week of February 2, 2007

What have scientists unearthed in southern England recently? 

A major prehistoric village, less than 2 miles away from Stonehedge.

When was Stonehedge built? 

Some 4,000 years ago.

What is Durrington Walls part of?

Apparently, one half of a larger religious complex.

DW is similar in size and plan to the Stonehedge.

The big discovery there this year was eight houses. (They suspect there are many more)

Two interesting aspects about the village are:

· It hosted the builders, who gathered there in large numbers and 

· the quantity of trash that is being left around the houses and even inside the houses.

There’s an enormous amount of animal bones:

· About 50,000 

· Over 50,000 

· Less than 50,000

What is an indication that these monument builders were feasting? Meat consumption

· Meat was thrown away half-eaten
· They must have been killing hundreds or maybe even thousands of pig and cattle as part of the celebration

Why was monument building connected to such extravagance?

Entice people from distant communities

Attract many people to do all the hard work of building the sites.

Because they wanted to attract large groups of people from many different parts

Because they wanted groups of people from many different parts to come together for the event – they would have to travel long distances and doing hard work pulling stones.

These people who built Stonehedge used two materials for each site:

in Stonehedge: stone
In Durrington Walls: timber
Which is the contrast mentioned by the researcher between Stonehedge and Durrington Walls? What is each place for?

· Stonehedge is to keep the remains of the dead – depositing human remains
· Durrington Walls to house its builders - partying

What’s the name of the Project led by Mike Parker Pearson?

The Stonehedge Riverside Project

Where can you read more about the project and find pictures of the sites?

nationalgeographic.com/news 

